March 2, 1988

Mr. Carl Richardson

Carl Richardson Ministries
P. 0. Box 1000

Brandon, Florida 33511
Dear Carl:

Attached is a draft of mine, Mary Nell's and Teri's recent
visit to the Philippines.

I was not sure exactly what you wanted and will be happy to
make any changes you feel necessary.

Sincerely,

Daniel E. Winters
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Spending three weeks on a trip to the churches in the
Philippine Islands has impacted me greater than any experiences I
can recall during my 39 vyears of being & Christian,

I had made several trips overseas before of which two had
included the Philippines, but on those trips I had only visited
the two large churches in Manila and Davao City. This time we
lived where the people live in some of the other areas.

In Baguio City, a one hour flight north of Manila, we found
an exciting church and our spirits were revived as they sang, danced
and worshiped with great enthusiasm.

This church moves in and out of the auditorium of the
University each Sunday and the 300. plus attendance overflows the
facility. Next month they will move to the City Auditorium which
will seat 1,000.

Mission Representative Fred Burser and Pastor Oscar Magallanes
are implementing many plans as they lead, teach and train the veople.
They are writing and printing training material to train the people
and are operating a goat farm and rabbit farms to improve the standard
of living for the providence or country church pastors who now have
a small income of less than $25.00 per month.

As my daughter, Teri Winters, preached and taught them,
they were so receptive. As hands were laid upon them with prayer,
they fell out under the Spirit. Several fell out before she touched
them.

The following night we worshiped at the youth choir practice
session and a mighty wave of the Glory of God was upon everyone with
singing "In the Spirit of other Tongues," messages and interpretations
for over one hour. These young people and their leaders had blessed
us at their Monday night meeting.

We were impressed in Manila when Dr. Bob Sayda gave us
the full tour of the beautiful four—-story building for the Asian
Ministries that was recently constructed. The marble tile and modern
furnishings and paneled walls send the message to those who see it.

In Tloilo City, one hour south of Manila, we were guests
of our good friends, Simon and Dora Valenzuela, who is the overseer
of the Church of God in the Visayas Islands and its Faith Bible

Institute. Having known Simon for over fifteen years and hearing
reports of conditions, I knew things were not like the U. S. A., but
1 was not prepared for the situation at the Bible School. It was

part of the church on the second floor of a rented city building
in a noisy section of town. Across the street was a welding and
tire plant shop. The horn blowing of the traffic seemed to be
constant, with the screenless windows being fully open as there is
no ailr conditioning and the tropical heat was over ninety degrees.




~ =

The students were all smiles and appeared very happy to see
us. I have never felt more welcomed any place as I toured the small
one room boy's dorm where twelve bible students sleep and study. The
girl's dorm was about the same and the church sanctuary with its
crude wooden benches was the only classroom. The dining hall was one
rice cooker and a charcoal fire on top of a 2' x 4' table.

I cannot express by disbelief at the inconvenience that
twenty-nine students endure because of their love of God and their
desire to learn to be leaders of the church and preach the gospel.
They spend two years in this facility, plus one year in the field.
Apparently the Bible is their only textbook and the library contained
only a few dozen books that Americans had sent. These are in the
area of the one small office also shared by the overseer and his
wife.

While we were there, a fellow minister came to see the
overseer finalizing some plans for a future church convention.

I am surprised the faculty and students endure these
conditions but they do not complain and did not ask us for anything.
They seem to trust God and smile. Although the $10.00 per month
tuition is too much for their parents to afford when they earn less
than $60.00 per month, they thank God for the rice that is provided
by a few of the local members, and trust God. Rice is eaten by
most Phillipinos at every meal.

Two mornings I taught the student body on faith and the
need to apply works to their faith. T challenged them to seek God
for "new ideas” to direct them out of their poverty. I gave each
of the 29 students P200 ($10.00 U. S.) as seed money as a project
to use their talents to increase money. Opportunities are very limited
compared to America, but God can give them ideas on new ways to earn
money.

They have prayer and worship at every class session and
express a sincere desire for God's will in their lives.

The next part of the journey was by ferry boat to the
Island of Negros Occidental where we stayed overnight in Bacolad's best
hotel. The shower water was heated by a one pint electrical heater

on the shower head served by an exposed electrical wire. The few
drops of warm water were helpful in the much needed bath after
enduring the open air, dusty jeepney rides in the humid tropical weather.

Teri wanted to take an electric refrigerator, food and
water to her friends who were hosting her crusade in Esclante so we
had to purchase these items in Bacolad which was a much larger town.
We hired a Jeepney to carry all of us, our baggage and cargo for the
two hour trip. We visited a church on the way .




Our arrival at Esclante will always be remembered. The
neighborhood people gathered as we unloaded. Never have T Seen such
Fejoicing by anyone receiving a gift, Pastor Cabos and his wife sang
songs, worshiped God and prayved a prayer of Thanksgiving and dedication

We all shared in the happy worship with a family who had
never owned a refrigerator.

A few days later, we replaced the charcoal open cooking
with a bottled gas cook top. Sis Cabos was so happy to have her
first cook top and refrigerator after being married for over twenty

if extra people are always coming in to be fed and ministered to.

At sundown Pastor Cabos took his P. A. system on trisicar,
a motor bike with a side car, and went through the rural dirt streets
announcing "church services tonight in the town Square." As services
began, nearly 1,000 people gathered in the open air on this hot
February night to worship God. The sound system was connected to

After Teri sang and preached, several hundred people
came forward to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. We all
rejoiced! Many were healed and some fell out under the power as
the sick were annointed and prayed for. Some of the local people
expressed concern that others were throwing rocks into the church
crowd out of the bushes but Pastor Cabos urged them to let God fight
that battle while we continued to have church.

During the day, we had training classes for the local
ministers who came from several nearby islands. There were usually

temperatures. It was best that the church did not have any windows
or doors, although we did have an occasional visit from one of the
pet animals.
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We experienced bathing by dipping water from a water pot and
most of the transportation was with five to ten other people on one tricicar.
Fish and rice were served at every meal, including breakfast, however our
host added fried €ggs and toast to the menu for us soft Americans. They
did their very best to make us comfortable and welcomed.

My wife and I were guests of the former Mayor Lomino of Esclante
whose home was much nicer than the other homes in the community. We shared
experiences with them and her son shared with us of how he was captured
and taken hostage by some people in the mountains recently. He wasn't
treated cruely and gives God the glory for answering prayeres and causing
him to be released safely after several days.

During our visit with him, he volunteered to serve on the Board
of Directors for Covenant Life Ministries in Esclante. We purchased four
hectarus of land there and the local leaders will develop it into a "model
farm" to assist with religious and agricultural training of the native
ministers and members. We trust God to bless these endeavors to help His
people out of poverty, and at least to provide more food for the families.
This farm is located adjacent to the "Mount Zion Church of God" and is
expected to provide youth camp sites and pasture for some farm animals.

Our final services were held in Bacolad where over 20 people accepted

Christ in a small church where hundreds of people were converted in an open
air meeting. Again many people were healed and we witnessed "demons" being
cast out. One of these new converts was a Chinese businessman who offered
us 49 additional acres of land for an extension of the "model farm." As we
left town, the lawyers and the overseer were drafting up proper papers for
the free use of the land for a 12 year period. This land is located in a

good sugar cane area, if it can just be a suitable location for our people.

The three weeks have been very exciting, reflecting on how God had
saved and healed so many, and how we had purchased ten goats, some rabbit
cages, a computor for preparing Bible lessons, household appliances,
several acres of land, and accepted an offer for free use of a large farm;
all for the Kingdom of God, and it is to be operated and managed by the
local Board of Directors, composed of a lawyer, the son of the ex-mayor
who is experienced in operating large farms, overseer, district pastor
and other Spirit filled Philippinos.

I trust God healed all of those we prayed for, especially the twenty
year old man who was so demon possessed his parents had considered poisioning
him before God delivered him; and there were the children I pray for who had
leprosy; and the young girl with a very high fever who lived on one of the
islands far from a doctor or hospital. All were so anxious to be prayed
for and I trust God will take care of them and the new converts who accepted
Jesus.

It was exciting allowing God to use what we made available to Him in a
foreign country half way around the world. How blessed we were to have
been there.




